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The population of Krasnoder in 1941 was approximetely 270 thousend. It was not
an industrial city but the housing situation was nevertheless acute. The City
Housing Department (Zhilishchnyy Otdel) allowed dut seven square meters of 1living
space to each citizen, unless, of course, the citizen enjoyed special privileges.

Very little new comstruction was done up to 1941, The bulk of the people living
in central Krasnodar lived in ol4, formerly private homes along the main streets.
These houses, some, 50 or 60 years old, had been converted into apartments. Of
two-story construction, eight to 10 families would live in each building in one
or two room apartments, sharing communal baeths and kitchens. '

During the early thirties, three cooperative apartment houses were constructed.
They were planned to pay out in ebout 15 yesrs. A down peyment of about two
thougand rubles was made by the apartment applicant and the balance was to be
raid out at about 60 rubles per month. When pald out the owner bsd the right
to live there without interference. Hovever, this ides was abandoned :n 1938
or 1939 because it was considered privete property. The buildings reverted to
the City Housing Authority and the purchasers were refunded a portion of their
investment; they peid regular rent from then on to the city. These co-cps were
three stories high and of 1% thickness of brick. They were fairly modern, with
two eand three rooms in each epartment. The epartments all had private kitchens
but only the three room apartments had & bathroom, a communal bath beirg iocated
on each floor for dwellers of the two room apartmente. They were located on:

a) fe Krasnays Street - 50 apartments

bg 38 Proletarskay Street - 36 apartments

¢) Dubinka 8treet - 50 spartments

Loceted at i+ Kommonarov Street was an apartment house for industrial officials,
known as the House of Responsible Puncti ies. There were 4O or 50 apartments
consisting of from three to T1ive rooms » each with a private bath and kitchen.
The bullding wae constructed of red brick three stories high with a smooth, plaster
finish on the outside. It was of good quality and well finished off inside. ’
Monthly rental depended on the income of the resident.
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At #35 Sovietskaya Street and on Pushkin Street were two apartments known as the
Hougses of Scientists., Each was three stories high with 30 to 50 apartments in esch.
They were of red brick construction faced with smooth plaster. Residents were mainly
professors, instructors and doctors of medicine. Rental depended upon the income of
the dweller.

At #2 Sedina Street was located the largest epartment house in the city. It was known
as the Military House and was for military and NKVD personmel. Of plain, bwick con-
gtruction painted grey, it was fowr storiles high and contained one hundred apartments,
each with three to five rooms, private bath and kitchen. There was & COWPLAFATY
teilor shop and kindergarten for children in the basement.

The highly placed Party and govermmental officisls had their own private hoes or
villas., The secon.-string officisls, however, were boused »t #° 8 -d4inr S¢ et 4in a
three-story apartment house containing sbout 50 apartments, each with two to Five room
apartments. This building was made of brick and was painted grey.

At #12 or #1k /not recalled exactly/ Krasnaya Street wes & three-story, brick apartment
houge, painted grey. It contained sbput 30 apartments, each apartment with two ov

three rooms. It was known as the House of o4l Indua%x Pergsonnel and was :e¢t sside
for oil refinery workers only. Rents Were based om the income of the dweller.

At either 107 or 117 Krasnaya Street was located the House for River Transperzation
Sailors. It was s four-storied brick house with about 40 apartments, each with one,

two or three room spartments. There were communal baths and a fev private kitchens.

Krasnodsr had five colleges and universities Plus about five ingtitutes. There were
about 15 thousand students requiring housing since they came from surrounding towns.
There were four or five new dormitories comstructed for a portion of them, tas balance
being housed in three or four dormitories made over from old hotels and othar buildings.
Student rental was sbout 10 rubles a month. There were 0o accomodations im the dormi-
tories for married students.

The common workers and laborers lived in one-famlly, small, frame houses, best deseribed
as shacks. Some of these were located in the city proper; most , however, were op the
outskirts of the city and along the banks of the Kuban River. Some aress ware set
aside by the various industries as “special housing projects™. There wus a .¢l of
avallable space outside of the city .and an aree would be taken over by &n ilndeetyy for
its workers. Small plote of ground would be allotted to the factory worker. sHe could
then borrow e small smount of money from & special fund at the factory to buy encugh
lumber, cement, sand, nails » roofing and glass to conatruct a two-rocs shack. The
worker did the work himself. A wooden frame was constructed first. Across the upright
studs he would weave small branches. A plaster would then be applied inside and out,
‘the wall sometimes being six %o eight inches thick. The floor was mostly oF w i,

but sometimes wes of eerth. A tin roof covered the “hack. A small stov  wes sually
used for heating and cooking . These houses ha’ bathrooms por modernu «iteben=z., Some
had a gingle wire for one or two light bulbs. A well or cutside 5 comaupal faacet
supplied water. An outside privy served es a tollet. A crew of city healilr inspactors
exenined and limed these privies regularly and a crew of Kalmuks wae used to zioan ‘them
when needed,

Up to 1941 1t was very d1fficult to obtein bullding materisls of all types bacuus:
avallable items were given to industry first. The poorly peid worker wsuslly had
trouble obtaining anything except s few Pleces of lumber for a frame end tin 7er &

roof. His comfort depended to e great deal upon his imgenuity. Because of the priority
enjoyed by industry, verious factories were able to divert some materials to housing
for their workers. Even though the few epartment houses constructed from 1930 to 1941
were supposed to have bathrooms, for example » it wag Impossidble in many cases ts obtain
sufficient fixtures for those planned.
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Total depreciation on new buildings wes figured at 30 years, a low figure but necessary
because of poor comstruction. As an example, at one time it was planned to demolish an
old church located near a fairly new gpartment house. Although loceted a sare distance
away, it was declé~d that even the smallest powder charge possible would caure the
apartment house to collapse. New buildings would tremble with passing trafiic. Wiring,
heating and water pipes were ell exposed. Lumber used in flooring wes of such poor
quality that wide gaps appeared in the flooring of new buildings. Walls bawmveen
spartments were very thin. :

Attempts made to fireproof buildings in accordance with city codes were fairiv success~
ful.in new buildings. There Were no fire escapes outside of the mew spertmert houses 5

however. A city order called for flush toi.ets, running water and centrsal heating in
nev apartment houses, something that did not exist in the old, converted houses.
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